Growing The Economy: The Vital Role of Scottish
University Research and Innovation

Scottish university research and innovation is integral to boosting fair, green economic growth
and delivering solutions that will transform productivity, public services and tackle the climate
emergency. Collaboration between businesses and universities is essential for driving innovation,
product development and services, in turn enhancing communities and providing valuable
employment.
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Research generates different kinds of benefits — from narrow, easily defined economic
benefits like spending on research in the supply chain, to more intangible and harder to evidence
benefits to society, such as contributing to Scotland’s international reputation, increasing our
knowledge about key issues and challenges, and helping to ensure better policy decisions are
made.
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Many of the economic and societal benefits that spillover from public investment in
research can’t be appropriately measured or monetised, so case studies are useful for
better understanding the wide-ranging economic impact of Scottish university research and
innovation.
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